
GSC Rep Meeting 11/11/14 
In attendance: Kimberly Merenda, Julia Besser, Patricia Levasseur, Allison Ray, Shannon 
Combest, Jamie Jackson, Tess Erwin (Houston), Stacey Upton (Houston), Arti Arti, Bernardo 
Vallarino, Brittany Nutt, Todd Castleberry, Tiffany Milow, Tawny LeBouef Tullia, Jamie Jones, 
Dr. LeFlore, Jamie Jackson (Dallas) 
 
Dr. Leflore gave a brief talk about the importance of graduate student leadership. 
 
Tawny introduced the agenda 
Handed meeting to Bernardo for approval of minutes 
Kimberly’s name was misspelled in minutes. Tiffany’s name was misspelled. Milow. 
Bernardo motions to accept minutes, Tawny and Todd seconds. Minutes accepted. 
 
Brief overview of proposal for Sanctioning and Budget for CSD   
moving toward sanction in the Spring 
Will not have funding until Sept 1, 2015 
Dr. LeFlore is taking the travel/research grants piece b/c CSD cannot 
THe teaching conference is something else that needs to be funded from another source 
We have to go to a committee to make our case--turn in proposal in December 
make up of committee not known yet. Audience make up will change proposal 
CSD wants graduate student feedback in what the Student Union needs to look like for grad 
students and they need grad students to vote 
Reps asking, Todd in particular, what Student Union will bring to graduate students because we 
do not have any reason to be there now 
Stacey in Houston says UT Austin had a graduate student lounge in the Student Union there. 
Research tools, etc available for grad students 
Houston→ no place to get food, have to bring food. no place to heat food, no place to sit and eat 
Tess said classes are at night and one coffee shop but it is always closed when they get to class 
Jamie said they have the same problem. Coffee closes at 1 or 2 and not opened on saturday 
Brittany-- need a virtual workspace for folks 
Discussion of having healthier food options, materials available for graduate students, a meeting 
place for graduate students 
Julia Besser asked about eco footprint 
 
Risk Management Training 
Bernardo suggests adding “gender identity” to the Risk Management policy 
Bernardo motions, Jamie seconds, unanimous vote  
 
Discussed Hazing 
Discussed Sexual Misconduct 



Discussed Silent Witness 
Discussed behavior on and off campus 
Discussed weapons on campus 
Potluck 
Michelle suggested that we have a potluck and invite Graduate School Dean, staff, etc.  
Pat says that most of us are working 7days/week, etc and might not have time for potluck 
Shannon said that we need cards identifying allergens-- Jamie notes that at FRS we had 
ingredient cards with our dishes 
Jamie said it would be nice in Dallas 
Stacey and Tess said it would be beneficial to open to all students. Tawny indicates that this was 
something we hoped to do. 
Jamie in Dallas said most aren’t there until evening 
Stacey and Tess echo that evenings are best 
Shannon suggests a coffee or hot chocolate bar where folks can get coffee, talk, and run -- 
4:30ish??? Stacey and Tess and Jamie said that should work in Houston and Dallas 
In Houston--sometime the week of the 8th--- maybe the 9th or 10th 
 
11-2 Tuesday December 4th Student union room available? 
 
Decided to hold potluck during 1st week of classes in January since we cannot host any events 
during last 2 weeks of semester 
 
Senate Issue Form 
Asks what we should add/replace/suggest--- could do optional after name and email 
Tess suggests that they post link on Blackboard shell for PhD students, etc. and then give an 
email address for them to send the form 
Kimberly asks if we can get a shell for GSC 
Arti said a Google Form--  
Tawny said: Move it to online platform? Use a google form? 
 
Tawny opened the floor 
Julia is concerned about students’ ability to give feedback, etc. said students do not have 
ombudsman here -- everything must be handled within the department 
Tawny is going to research this further 
 
 
 


